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THE INSEPARABLE CROSS and FLAME 
 

Our Methodist logo is the inseparable Cross and Flame, representing Jesus’ 
promise of the descent of the Holy Spirit on Christian men and women, just as 
recorded in the Acts 2:1-4 experience.  The Holy Spirit, as tongues of fire, settled 
on the crowd who became ecstatic, changing the Christian movement forever.  
This year, on Pentecost Sunday, May 23, we celebrated this experience once 
again.  Several of our Confirmation Youth reaffirmed their baptism by emersion 
in our Gulf waters.  The concept of The Trinity, the importance of Scripture, the 

Commitment to The Lord, being a Servant for Christ – all these were part of the training 
for our confirmation classes and for the Cayo Costa retreat this spring, culminating in 
Baptism and Confirmation on Pentecost Sunday. 
 

Having worked with hundreds of youth, I confess that it seems much more difficult for 
each new generation to focus on the Spiritual side of their lives.  Bombarded by media, 
island activities, myriad social and school pressures, young people often push aside the 
idea of a personal God, of Christian fellowship and worship, and later, call upon them in 
times of crisis or during the holidays.  Our prayer is that experiences like Confirmation, 
Baptism, Leesburg Youth Camp, Vacation Bible School, participation in missions and 
weekly Bible youth groups will be effective influences for maintaining and strengthening 
these Christian precepts.  However, the reality is that the burden of encouraging the faith 
walk among our youth rests on the values of their parents, grandparents and on our     
Constitution-writing ancestors and on their belief in a personal, loving Lord. 
 

We continue with joy to open our hearts, our minds, our doors to children and youth.  
May this body of Christ continue the tradition of building up the young.  It is the Children 
who reflect the Kingdom of Heaven.  



 

 

 

Not Yet, Not Yet 
Jenni Rogerson 

 

On a deserted beach, I walked today. 
Two sets of footprints I saw along the way. 

One was big, and one, so small. 
Life has a way of speaking to us all. 

 

I placed my foot beside the one so small. 
Once, this was me! 

Me, now so big, so old — so done, 
Once, I was as little as this one. 

 

I felt myself running, skipping, and free — 
turning round and round ‘til I was dizzy with glee! 

I said, “Mummy! Mummy! Look at me!” 
“Mummy! I’m going to fly — just like a jet!” 
Mummy said, “My darling, not yet, not yet!” 

 

I looked down at the big and little feet 
and saw myself sixteen and sweet. 

I said, “Daddy, there is a boy that I have met!” 
He said, “My princess, not yet, not yet!” 

 

With my right foot, I made a print of my own 
and remembered my children, now all grown. 

How sweet it was when they were young. 
They wanted to dye their hair or get a pet. 

I had to tell them, “Not yet, not yet!” 
 

So much has passed.  I am sick—and old, at last. 
Doctors say the end is coming fast — 

I say, “But there’s so much I want to do!” 
A voice says, “But I still have special tasks for you!” 

I may have to go before settling each debt — 
And God answers, “Jenni, not yet, not yet.” 

 
 

This poem was read by Pastor Brian at Worship Service May 9th 
It was written by Jenni Rogerson, church member, currently battling cancer 



 

 

 

THE CHOIR HAD MORE THAN A PARTY! 
 
Eating and visiting were the program 
for the choir’s end-of-season party at 
Ross and Pat Witschonke’s home on 
April 15.      Salads, casseroles, baked 
ham, cookies and sweets were on the 
potluck menu, but the surprise of the 
evening was the appearance of special 
guest, Susan Kurfees, our first part time 
Director of Music.   Photo at left: Al 
Nethery, SUSAN KURFEES, Irina 
Brightly, Carol Elwood. 
 

 

Susan comes to us from Community Presbyterian church in Englewood where she was 
responsible for the adult choir, selecting music for the worship service, maintaining the 
music library, playing the piano for services and supervising all music employees.  Her 
background includes teaching in Raleigh, NC, and a post as Adjunct Professor at South-
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, NC, where she obtained a Master’s   
degree. She has over 35 years’ experience as a soloist, 46 years in choral music, 8 years in 
stage work, 30 years in instrumental work, 32 years in conducting, 30 years in teaching 
various age groups, more than 30 years in church work.   
 

Although Susan has a preference for traditional music, she sees value also in               
contemporary music, “typically composed to be easy to memorize, allowing the          
worshipper to concentrate on the text and God to work in our hearts.”  Susan expects to 
draw the Youth into our worship services; she feels they can have a vital part in            
encouraging everyone to experience God in a fresh and vital way.   
 

Raised a Texas Baptist and 43 years as a Christian, she radiates enthusiasm for this job 
and for her love of the Lord.  “My relationship with Christ has been the driving force in 
my life since my earliest remembrances.  My goals and life choices have been based on 
His calling on my life.  I never want to be satisfied with “where I am,” but want to      
continue to know Him and grow deeper in my faith.”   
 
Susan currently works for a chiropractor in Englewood and plans to move there from 
Punta Gorda.  Susan’s first Sunday with us will be June 6th.  Welcome, Susan!   



 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

Monday, June 21 — Friday, June 25  

 

This year, it’s 
 

AHOY, MATEYS!!! 
 

The children will take a fun-filled voyage 
through Bible Stories, Crafts, Missions, 

Music, Games, Snacks and more! 
 

Ages 4 years (Pre-K) through 5th grade 
  Boca Grande Community Center 

  8:30 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. 
 

Fee is $25.00—includes T-Shirt, CD, all Crafts and projects 

 
 Thank you for responding to the call to feed the hungry through the Harry Chapin         
Food Barrel Program, sponsored by our church.  We collected just short of a ton of 

food during the spring drive.   …   The Food Bank 
facility in Ft Myers provides over eight million 
pounds of food annually to a network of 170 chari-
table agencies in five counties.   …   Our nation 
produces enough food each year to feed every 
American twice; yet, one in six children under 18 is 
hungry.    

 Food Bank Entrance 

 

 
The Food 

Bank collects  
food from  

supermarkets, 
manufacturers, 

distributors, 
wholesalers, 

and food 
drives like 

ours. 



 

 

 
 
 

 

CONFIRMANDS  2010 
 

Kimberly Garcia, Madeline Harsh,  
Liam Hugger, Effie Joiner,  

Andrew Roman, Tanner Stewart 



 

 

 

United Methodist Women 
 

The last meeting of the season on April 19th at Pat Witschonke’s 
lovely home featured a tasty variety of salads from the members 
and desserts and beverages by the U.M.W. Board.  A brief bit of 
business by  President Sara Moll  included  an  end-of-season  over- 
view of the Strawberry Festival and an introduction of Board members for the coming 
year: 

U.M.W. officers — 2010 - 2011 
 

 President - Sara Moll 
  Vice-President - Sheila Dorst 
   Treasurer - Barbara Greene 
    Secretary - Blanche Johnson 
     Devotions / Hospitality - Anita Shoemaker 
 

Watch for news of our first Fall meeting, November 15.  Your U.M.W. Board would be 
happy to have you offer your homes for these monthly meetings.  If you will host,  please 
call Sheila Dorst, Vice President and Program Chairman, at 614-734-0055 (northern 
phone) or e-mail her at dorstrs@msn.com. 
 

Most programs for the coming year have been arranged but Sheila says she would be happy 
to hear of topics or programs of interest to you.  New ideas are welcome! 

  

We extend our deepest sympathy to the family of a dearly loved lady, 
Ellie Cuda, who went to her Lord on April 14, surrounded by family. 

 

ELLEN BABCOCK CUDA 
February 4, 1937  -  April 14, 2010 

 
 

Her life was celebrated on Saturday, April 17, with Dick and their three 
children, Corinne (Mike) Ackerman, Fred (Eileen) Cuda and 

Beth (Todd) Baker as well as their nine grandchildren.    
 

The family’s designated memorial recipients are:  Our Church,  
The Ellen B. Cuda and Richard S. Cuda Women’s Health Center, 

Hyannis, MA, 02601, and the Boca Grande Historical Society, POB 553. 
 

“You can try and close your mind, be empty and turn your back, 
Or you can do what she’d want: smile, open your eyes, love, and go on.” 



 

 

 

     
        JUNE   BIRTHDAYS  

3  Sue Eddy 
5  Curt Moll 
6   Carolyn Frederick 
6 Pam Bayly 
7  George Greene 
8   Daniyelle Duke 
9  Jean Nethery 
10 Tooney Kendall 
15 Sally Gambling 
17 Bill Welch 
19  Doug Sandbo 
20 Bill Steinman 
22 Sheila Dorst 
25 Elle Lewis 
26 John Moenning 
27   Joan Gilman 
 

         JULY  BIRTHDAYS 
1   Gail Radey 
2  Robert Duke 
4  Ruth Balogh 
4  Sara Moll 
5  Jesse Bowe 
6  Lynne Smedley 
12 Staci McMillan 
13 Ann Arehart 
13 Lisa Gregg 
14 Pete Durno 
17 Bill Miller 
27 Sharon McKenzie 
29 Ellie Young 
30  George Arehart 

 

            AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
1  Margaret Fugate 
1  Douglas Hyde 
3  Marsy Doan 
5  Sally Higgenbotham 
6  Bette J. Cochran 
9  Sandi Thomson 
16 Dick Myers 
16 Maren Parent 
17 Ross Witschonke 
21 Dennis Doan 
25 Dan Bayly 
30 Dee Wheeler 

 
  JUNE   ANNIVERSARIES 

2 Bill & Tamara Abbott 
9 Tim & Susan Janz 
10 Bob & Diane Hall 
15 Doug & Judy Sandbo 
16 Chuck & Jean Smith 
16 Howard & Marilyn Witt 
18 Ross & Pat Witschonke 
19 Bill & Jean Steinman 
20 Larry & Pam Hannah 
24 Doug & Barbara Hoekzema 
25 Al & Jean Nethery 
29 David & Gretchen Bremer 
30 Bob & Sheila Dorst 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

       JULY  ANNIVERSARIES 
3 Paul & Heidemarie Burke 
6 Dick & Shirley Wetmiller 
11 Sandy & Eileen Sharo 
12 Tom & Kathy McGreal 
13 George & Ann Arehart 
13     John & Jan Goetcheus 
20  Syd & Nancy Kershaw 
22  Jules & Ann Roman 
23 George & Barbara Greene 

 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
10 Jack & Rachel Damioli 
11 Thor & Blanche Johnson 
14  John & Gloria Mitchell 
15  Randy & Sue Eddy 
17 John & Toni Sorrell 
18 Charlie & Carol Mayes 
21 Doug & Carol Stewart 
22 Ray & Lynne Smedley 
23 Doug & Chrys Hyde 
24 Jack & Donna Harms 
28 Woody & Jenny Wood 
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          Newsletter from: 
The United Methodist Church 
     of Boca Grande, Florida 
       Post Office Box 524 
Boca Grande, Florida 33921-0524 

 

SUMMER and FALL HOURS: 
One service:  10:00 a.m. 

Nursery available during Worship 
 

CHILDREN and YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL:  10:00 
 

COFFEE and FELLOWSHIP HOUR:  11:00 
 

Thursdays:  Boca Believers Youth:  5:00 p.m. 
Fridays:  Godfollowers Youth:  6:00 p.m. 

Pastor  -  Brian Brightly 
 

                                                           Lay Leader:   Ruth Balogh         
 

Administrative Ass’t.:   Kathleen Anne  Parker          Financial Assistant:  Jodi Fusco 
 

Office Hours (Monday—Friday):  9 - 4  …  Office e-mail address:  umcadm@embarqmail.com 
Office Telephone:  941-964-2479  …  Emergency calls:  941-698-1177 … Cell phone:  941-214-0335 

 

Web site:  http://www.thelighthouseumc.com 

 

              God Bless America 

 


